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PREFACE. 


This publication has its origin in the desire of the Department to 
encourage the organization of local societies, and especially of farmers’ 
clubs, whereby neighborhoods of agriculturists may be brought into 
useful and profitable contact, and by mutual counsel and a comparison 
of the results of experience be enabled to stimulate and aid one another 
in their pursuits, and thus to exert a generally beneficial influence upon 
the interests of agriculture. In pursuance of this object the Depart- 
ment aims toembody upon its records a complete list of the agricultural, 
_ horticultural, and pomological societies, farmers’ clubs, and kindred 
associations throughout the country, with the names of the principal 
officers of each, having in view the advantages of an extended corre- 
spondence, and such communication with the different bodies as may 
conduce to general usefulness. The present list is a revision and 
enlargement of that which was published by the Department two years 
ago, since which, it is gratifying to know, the number of organizations 
of various descriptions, but having the same laudable end in view, has 
been largely increased ; and it is believed also that there has been a 
corresponding increase in the appreciation by the yeomanry of the 
country of the advantages of such organizations. The list is complete 
as far as it has been possible to obtain the requisite information; but 
it is necessarily somewhat imperfect, from the fact that societies, in 
many instances, have failed to report in compliance with the circular of 
the Department. The object of that circular was to procure an authentic 
statement from each society of its name and location, the name and - 
post-office address of the president and secretary, the date of erganiza- 
tion, the number of members, the number of stated meetings held, and 
information generally as to the existence and operations of the society ; 
whether it is accustomed to hold fairs; whether it has a library ; whether 
its meetings are well attended, &c. A failure on the part of any society 
to respond to the requirements of this circular has obliged the Depart- 
ment to presume upon the non-existence of the society, and accordingly 
to drop its name from the records. 

To aid in securing the beneficial results which are anticipated from the 
earnest and efficient operation of these local societies and clubs, the 
Department furnishes to each one of them with which it retains a cor- 
respondence a limited number of its annual and monthly reports, and 
also an adequate supply of such seeds as it may have for distribution. 
These publicatioiy are not designed as individual donations, but are 


\ 


4 


furnished with a view to their circulation among the members of socie- 
ties and clubs, to constitute, as it were, a nucleus for a society library, 
which it is hoped may be extended to the collection of such other works 
as may be attainable, and as will not only encourage a spirit of inquiry 
and ataste for reading, but promote especially the dissemination of 
agricultural knowledge. Nor are the seeds sent by the Department 
designed for individual use, but for a discriminate and careful distribu- 
tion in such quantities as may be best adapted to the purposes of 
experiment. These are the only instrumentalities through which the 
Department can render direct aid to farmers’ clubs and other local 
agricultural societies. Impressed, however, with the conviction that 
such organizations, if wisely and zealously managed, will be eminently 
conducive to the farming interests, the Department urges their forma- 
tion in every village or neighborhood where such association is practica- 
ble, suggesting as the surest, if not the essential means of securing their 
highest usefulness, that libraries, composed mainly of works relating to 
husbandry, should in all cases be established for circulation among the 


members; that frequent meetings should be held for mutual counsel, — 


the reading of essays, a comparison of observations and experiences, 
and discussions upon agricultural topics and questions in which the 
members may be practically and immediately interested ; that a system 
of oceasional visits to the farms of the members, by committees, for 
purposes of examination and instruction, should be maintained; and 
especially that every club or society, by reports of its proceedings, its 
experiments, and its general progress, should keep itself in constant 
communication with the Department of Agriculture. By these means, 
and with such co-operation and aid as the Department may be enabled 
to afford, it is believed that these local societies and clubs may con- 
tribute in a high degree to the advancement of the ‘great interests of 
agriculture. 

The present list has been prepared from reports received from the 
- various societies. The Department will be glad to be informed of any 
errors or omissions that may have occurred. 

FREDERICK WATTS, 
Commissioner of Agriculture. 
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